To the Editor:

The prosecutor's decision to bring charges against the mother of a severely bullied child who committed suicide and the ensuing trial (NY Times, 10/2/03) is both outrageous and sadly predictable. The decision is outrageous because bullying is more than sufficient - and far more likely - to have caused J. Daniel Scruggs' death. Other factors - depression, family pathology, trauma - may play a role in the suicide of some bullied children, but most children who commit suicide because of bullying have none of these issues. The prosecutor's decision is predictable because there is still little public and professional awareness of the nature of bullying, despite increasing scientific understanding of the problem. Bullying is the most common serious problem of childhood. It occurs primarily in schools. It arises in children because of adult modeling, inaction and implicit acceptance and encouragement of bullying ('boys will be boys' 'girls are mean'). Judith Scruggs is not only not guilty, she should not even be on trial.

 

Stuart Green

NJ Coalition for Bullying Awareness and Prevention

#L01, 33 Overlook Rd.

Summit, NJ 07901

 

(908) 522-5283

stuart.green@ahsys.org
