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A world renowned bullying expert, who trained South Hadley school officials months before a tormented 15-year-old freshman took her own life, said they have made a “mess” of handling the aftermath of the tragic case.

Two weeks after Phoebe Prince’s 12-year-old sister found her dead, the students who allegedly bullied the Irish immigrant still walk the halls of South Hadley High School with seeming impunity, Barbara Coloroso said.

“The most important thing is that kids see there are consequences that are swift and relevant, and not merely a warning,” said Coloroso, who was invited back this week to speak at a packed School Committee meeting.

“That’s what kids are not seeing,” she said.

District officials have said two students were disciplined in connection with an assault that occurred after Prince’s death. But they have declined to comment beyond that, citing their ongoing investigation and probes by local police and the Northwestern District Attorney’s Office.

“That says that unless you hit somebody, you can call kids ugly names and ostracize them,” Coloroso said.

The district’s apparent inaction since Prince’s Jan. 14 death may have emboldened her tormentors, who defaced a memorial Facebook page after her suicide, Coloroso said. And it has left other students who knew she was bullied, or have been bullied themselves, either too frightened to speak up or so frustrated they are now talking about retaliating themselves, she said.

“That would never have happened, had Phoebe’s perpetrators immediately been held accountable,” she said. “It’s not as though these kids aren’t known to everyone, apparently. Anyone could have gone on Facebook and seen who they were.”

A best-selling author and consultant, Coloroso gave a full-day workshop on bullying in September attended by only 35 parents and residents - a stark contrast to the hundreds at Wednesday’s raucous School Committee meeting.

At that meeting - the first since Prince’s death - Chairman Edward Boiselle barred discussion about the case “as a courtesy” to her family.

But Coloroso suspected the committee also was concerned Prince’s family might sue them for failing to take more action before her suicide,

“I know there are legal issues,” she said. “But even during a police investigation, the (perpetrators) do not have to be in school.”

