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The girl was 11 years old, a sixth-grader, who left her Union Township classroom to go to the bathroom. 

She never made it. Another student, an eighth-grade boy, sexually assaulted her in a stairwell at Kawameeh Middle School that afternoon on Feb. 21, 2003. 

On Monday, moments before the negligence case was to go to trial in Superior Court in Elizabeth, the Union Township School District agreed to settle. 

"It was an unfortunate situation that is an extremely rare, unforeseeable incident within our school district," said Union Township School Superintendent Theodore Jakubowski. 

The lawyer for the family, Adam Slater, said his clients agreed to a six-figure settlement because they wanted to force the district into making much-needed changes. 

Among them: 

  The district must report all violent incidents to the state. Slater said the Union Township School District had a habit of not reporting such incidents. 

  The superintendent must write a letter to his principals telling them to enforce the policy for hall passes and sign-out sheets. Slater said the students were gone for 15 minutes before they were missed. 

"The family wants to make sure the board of education is accountable and that this could not happen again," Slater said. "The school has to protect students from all foreseeable dangers." 

Had the case moved forward, Slater would have showcased evidence that there were "numerous prior, violent incidents" that occurred in the halls of Kawameeh Middle School. 

The plaintiffs were prepared to show students were not supervised. 

"There was only one hall monitor to supervise 384 kids. They had approval to hire two hall monitors," said Slater. 
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