Stuart Green/NJ Coalition for Bullying Awareness and Prevention, on the new NY anti-bullying law, 9/10

Major feeling reading the law is that it seemed sparse, that is to have very little in it. And, to add insult to injury, it doesn’t even go into effect for almost two years (!) (7/12).

Specific problems noted on a quick initial read-through:

a. The law doesn’t require or specify assessment methods or make clear that NY’s DOE must establish or guide schools in assessment, let alone require it.

b. There are no timelines for assessment to be done, or anything else, including exercise of parental rights, DOE processes/appeals, investigation of incidents/relationships, etc.

c. The law doesn’t specify parental rights, especially not mentioning the parents’ right to private action if the family finds DOE actions unsatisfactory. Nor does the law direct the DOE to specify a process for appealing or even obtaining info from the school or DOE, doesn’t require DOE to publicize to parents these (non-existent) guidelines.

d. In fact, the law doesn’t direct DOE to provide anything more than model policy, which has been a virtually worthless exercise in NJ and other states.

e. The law doesn’t require schools to respond to incidents of bullying in more than vague inadequate terms, doesn’t require the school to assess whether the targeted student is a member of a protected (or minority) group and if – therefore – the school should – beyond responding to that incident – also assess whether that group is receiving enough support in the school’s culture or needs more.

f. Along those lines – the law doesn’t require the school to identify vulnerable students (by dint of low engagement/isolation or membership in a protected class), doesn’t require schools to specifically assess and support/strengthen the status of protected/minority students through educational means and other school activities (e.g., provide education on Tourettes when there are students w Tourettes in a school, participate in LGBT community activities and/or provide staff support/clubs, etc.).

g. Along those lines, the law doesn’t require any laison/relationship with or informing of the community about anti-bullying or supportive activities (let alone get community input, e.g., the Muslim community would certainly be aware if Muslim students in a school felt under-supported or targeted).

These are initial thoughts. More to come.
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