
TOWN MEETINGS IN MEMORY OF TYLER CLEMENTI:
FEATURING NEW JERSEY LEGISLATORS AND
LEADERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS


Wednesday, October 6, 2010 at 7:00pm
Rutgers University Student Center
Multi-Purpose Room, 126 College Avenue, New Brunswick
presented by Garden State Equality

Thursday, October 7, 2010
Ridgewood rally against bullying and hate crimes, 

October 7, 2010 at 7:00 pm
Ridgewood, New Jersey - Tyler's hometown
St. Elizabeth's Church
169 Fairmount Road
Ridgewood, NJ
presented by Garden State Equality
__________________________________________________________________


Nationally, there were 10 bullying-related suicides by teens in the month of September alone. 

They are:
Justin Aaberg (15) July 9, 2010. Minnesota
Billy Lucas (15) September 9, 2010. Indiana
Cody J Parker (17) September 13, 2010. Wisconsin
Seth Walsh (13) September 19, 2010. California
Tyler Clementi (18) September 22, 2010. New Jersey
Asher Brown (13) September 23, 2010. Texas
Harrison Chase Brown (15) September, 25 2010. Colorado
Raymond Chase (19) September 29, 2010. Rhode Island
elix Sacco (17) September 29, 2010. Massachusetts
Caleb Nolt (details emerging). Wisconsin


______________________________________________________________________

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan today released the following
statement in regards to the recent suicides of LGBT youth:
     "This week, we sadly lost two young men who took their own lives for one
unacceptable reason: they were being bullied and harassed because they were openly gay or believed to be gay. These unnecessary tragedies come on the heels of at least three
other young people taking their own lives because the trauma of being bullied and
harassed for their actual or perceived sexual orientation was too much to bear.
     "This is a moment where every one of us - parents, teachers, students, elected
officials, and all people of conscience - needs to stand up and speak out against
intolerance in all its forms. Whether it's students harassing other students because
of ethnicity, disability or religion; or an adult, public official harassing the
President of the University of Michigan student body because he is gay, it is time
we as a country said enough. No more. This must stop."


_______________________________________________________________

There remains much more to be done. We must ensure passage of the Safe Schools Improvement Act and the Student Non-Discrimination Act. We must make sure that the federal government collects data that allows us to track progress in this crucial fight. And we must ensure that all federal engagement with schools continues to reflect the fact that young LGBT lives matter.


What you can do to help:
        1. Call your Senator today and ask them to cosponsor the Safe Schools Improvement Act, which will require schools nationwide to develop and implement inclusive student
conduct policies, prevention strategies, and record and report upon incidents of bullying and harassment.
        2. Please read, and share with friends and family, GLSEN’s National School Climate Survey. This enlightening document brings the current school environment for LGBT students to the forefront, calling attention to how anti-gay harassment negatively
impacts all students.
        3. Encourage your local schools to implement programs that support LGBT youth, and support them when they do. Schools that support LGBT students often face
resistance. Let your local school board know that you expect them to support and
stand by all of their students. These recent tragedies and the pain that leads a young person to suicide are cries for change in our culture to value the differences of our
youth. That cultural shift must begin now. It is up to all of us to make sure it happens.


