The New York Times
To the Editor:

re: High School is Virtual, but the Caps and Gowns Are Real (NY Times, 6/14/03). 

The cyber-school described in the story is a sad solution to a familiar source of suffering: childhood bullying. As described, some of the students now attending high school by computer were "pushed out" of their original schools by bullying. These children and their families understandably opted for an alternative to continuing peer harassment. The fact that the alternative is workable should not mislead us. It is wrong that these students should have to have left their original schools. Although the article portrays the cyber-students as having been harassed because of being fat or otherwise appearing 'different', it is not these commonly occurring characteristics which cause bullying. Bullying is caused by adults who model, ignore and inadequately prevent and address it. The administrations and staff of the previous schools are responsible for effectively preventing and adequately addressing the bullying which caused the students' distress and eventual departure.
Stuart Green, Director

NJ Coalition for Bullying Awareness and Prevention

