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Schools Official in New Jersey Orders Plan to Combat Hazing 

By TINA KELLEY
MILLBURN, N.J. — The president of the Millburn Board of Education said on Monday night that district administrators would have to undergo sensitivity training and ordered them to come up with a plan within the next two months to address the longstanding tradition of hazing at Millburn High School.

The action came at a board meeting that drew about 50 parents and lasted more than three hours.

“This is not acceptable behavior; it will not be tolerated,” the board president, Noreen Brunini, said of the most recent hazing, which included the distribution of an annual “slut list” of incoming freshman girls. “This is the end of this.”

The hazing took place on Sept. 8, the first day of school, and a handful of parents reported that their freshman daughters were pushed into lockers, that senior girls blew whistles in their faces and that girls were made to wear camouflage shirts. 

School administrators have said that they had been aware of the list for the past 10 or 15 years, and that while they had been able to suspend five or six senior girls in some years, they were not able to find any of those responsible this year.

“We have three or four names that might be accurate, but I doubt anybody knows all the names,” the principal, William Miron, said. “We will do what we can to find some proof, but we will not discipline students without proof.”

The 2008 cover of New Jersey Magazine that proclaimed Millburn the best high school in the state hung on a plaque near where Mr. Miron spoke.

“Going into September, I felt we had taken probably all reasonable steps we could’ve to address bullying,” he said. “Obviously we need to address more.”

Debra Fox, a board member, told those present that she had been hazed as a freshman. “Many of my high school memories have faded, but not that one,” she said.

Several of those in the room applauded when Ms. Fox gave her solution to the problem: “If it were my decision alone, I would punish the entire female population of the senior class. If you punish them all, you’ll get the names you need, because no one is going to take the rap for someone else.” 

Jean Pasternak, a parent, was applauded when she said parents must also take responsibility when their children acted like bullies.

While most of the parents spoke in measured tones, Bill Kelly, a father of seven, took the board to task. “The fact of the matter is, you guys have failed yourselves as board members, you’ve failed us as taxpayers and you’ve failed our kids by not protecting them, which is part of your job,” he said. 

