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Michigan does not advance in Race to the Top

funding
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U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan released a video announcing the 16 finalists in the Race to the Top funding battle Thursday morning, and despite a flurry of legislative action to change state law in order to revamp Michigan’s education system, Michigan did not make the cut. The finalists were Colorado, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Massachusetts, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina and Tennessee.

Duncan said a final determination would be made by the first week in April as to which states would get the cash.

Michigan had been vying for an estimated $400 million in additional federal funding under the program.

 It could still apply in the second round for funds.

But here’s the deal on the RTTT questions. Duncan said the Department of Education would have a hard time funding states that cut education funding.

“Did those cuts help students in the classroom, or did they benefit adults?” Duncan said

would be a major evaluation tool in this process.

Many would argue that Michigan’s K-12 foundation allowance grant cuts were done for

political expediency, not to help students in the classroom. The question then becomes, if

the Democratic-led House passed legislation which restores $184 million in funding to the K-12 budget is approved by the GOP-dominated Senate and signed into law, will that be enough to alleviate concerns from the feds about how Michigan funds its schools. The

answer is unclear.

But there is another issue involved here. Duncan is a staunch supporter of anti-bullying laws to protect students. Of the 16 finalists, BullyPolice USA reports, all have comprehensive anti-bullying laws on the books.

Michigan does not have such a law, and in fact lawmakers and advocates tried in vein to bring the issue up during the debates on the RTTT reforms.

There is a second round of funding applications due in June. Will Michigan’s continuing budget woes and the Republican-led Senate’s reluctance to move on anti-bullying legislation cost the state federal cash in that round? Time will tell.
