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To the Editor:
Increasing awareness of autistic spectrum disorders, including Asperger's syndrome, is a welcome development. (NY Times, 4/29/04, p. 1) New awareness in those affected leads to less self-blame, more support and help making desired changes. But this is also a story about bullying. As individual and families clearly describe, the major source of their suffering is the way they are treated by peers. It is tempting to attribute such treatment to the disorder itself, which does affect processing of social information. But the father of one child is still correct in complaining about intolerance: "Wouldn't it make a quantum difference if instead of it all being on our kids to flex to meet the rest of the world, the rest of the world would meet them halfway?" Ensuring that other children meet children with autistic disorders 'halfway' is the responsibility of all adults, especially those in charge of schools and other social institutions.
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