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To the Editor:


Response to the hazing incident in Northbrook, IL has primarily focused on the girls who committed the violent acts. As the Times reports (5/13/03), suspensions, expulsions and criminal charges are planned. But bullying (hazing is one form) at North High School did not first arise at this year's 'powder-puff' game: the game and accompanying 'rough' behavior has happened yearly since 1979. Staff of North High School and adults in Northbrook are responsible for effectively addressing bullying long before an incident occurs.

Bullying arises in children because adults model bullying behavior and adults do not take adequate steps to prevent and address childhood occurrences. What happened at North HS can and does occur everywhere, including NJ. But bullying can be prevented. Children who did the hazing should face consequences. But of greater importance is what needs to be done by adults in Northbrook and its schools to prevent and address bullying. 

Stuart Green
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