Christie backs anti-bullying law amid funding concerns
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Governor Christie said Monday he wanted to work with lawmakers to preserve the state’s new anti-bullying law, possibly by paying for its provisions.

On Friday, a small bipartisan panel called the Council on Local Mandates ruled the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights imposed an unconstitutional “unfunded mandate” on districts. The law, which took effect in September, will expire if the Legislature does not fix the problem by the time the panel issues its written ruling, likely in about two months.

Christie said he could not elaborate on remedies until he reads the council’s decision, but he supports the anti-bullying law.

“We need to fix it by either getting rid of the things in the law that imposed that unfunded mandate or by funding the unfunded mandate,” he said at a press conference. “By removing the portions that are an unfunded mandate, would that eviscerate the bill and its intent? If that's the case then perhaps we can talk about ways that we might be able to fund it.”

While supporting the goal of the new law, many district chiefs have complained that its prescriptions created paperwork and training duties that placed expensive, unnecessary demands on staff time. It is unclear how much those burdens might cost, and some state officials have argued that districts need not spend money to follow the law. Sponsors of the bill have vowed to find ways to save it.

[image: image1.png]



