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GLEN ROCK — He’s been called gay, “faggot” 
and “weird.”

Other students have pushed him, kicked his 
lunchbox and left him voicemails spewing 
words of hate.

The 13-year-old seventh-grader, whose 
name is being withheld to protect his identity, 
has been the victim of bullying on and off 
since preschool.

He’s figured out ways to cope. But he hasn’t 
walked away unscathed.

“I don’t think there were any reasons to it 
[the bullying] or that there’s any kind of 
explanation,” he said in a recent interview at 
home. “I guess it just kind of ended up being 
me.”

He believes he’s been targeted because, as he 
 

describes himself, he’s different — different 
in that he doesn’t like sports but is interested 
in history and enjoys baking in home 
economics class and writing.

“Here in Glen Rock, if you’re different in any 
way, you’re considered weird,” said the teen, 
who said he’s straight.

Talking to him, he projects a maturity beyond 
his years and sensitivity and empathy on a 
level not typically seen in a teen.

At one point, his mother begins tearing up 
about the way he’s been mistreated. He walks 
over to her, placing his hand on her shoulder 
and asks, “Mom, are you OK?’ ”
“I’m fine,” she responds.

At another time, when his mother 
encourages him to recall a brutal bullying 
incident involving him, he says, “Which 
incident was that, Mom? There were so 
many.”

The bullying began in preschool but 
progressed in the beginning of third grade at  

the Clara E. Coleman Elementary School, 
when a friend brushed him off, started calling 
him names and influenced other classmates, 
who were rude to him, he recalled.

“I remember he came home one day and he 
asked me, ‘What does ‘faggot’ mean?’ ” his 
mother said.

It became relentless in the fourth grade when 
he was the butt of jokes, taunted, called 
names and pushed. By the end of the school 
year, just about all of the students in the 
entire class had turned on him, he said.

When he told teachers, he was given 
notebooks to jot down bullying incidents and 
leave on their desks. Other students were 
occasionally required to apologize as a 
result, but did so unwillingly and continued 
to be rude to him, he said.

It was almost impossible to get him to go to 
school in the mornings, his mother said. He 
would often go to the nurse and feign 
sickness in order to go home.

Mother and son had had enough by the end 
of the school year, so the boy’s mom spoke 
to the superintendent and it was decided he 
would switch elementary schools for fifth 
grade. While it helped her son, she said she 
doesn’t understand why his life had to be 
 

upended when he was the victim.

Superintendent David Verducci, who started 
in the district in July 2009, responded, “I 
understand why she felt that way, but at the 
same time I wasn’t here, so I can’t comment 
on specifics. I suspect the logic at the time 
was that this would give him a fresh start.”

Fifth grade at the Central School was a 
breeze and he made new friends. Sixth was 
OK. But the bullying began again in the fall of 
seventh grade at Glen Rock Middle School 
when other students called him gay and sent 
him cutting text messages.

One girl sent him a text that read, “Hi.. Just 
letting u know I don’t like u. Biii… ”

The middle school hasn’t been proactive with 
punishments and hasn’t called the bullies’ 
parents into the school for discussions, his 
mother said.

Yet the teen said he’s learned ways of dealing 
with it, such as telling administrators about 
the incidents. At times it’s led to students  

receiving detention.

He also speaks to a guidance counselor — 
who works outside of the district — to vent.

“I’m not bothered too much by it anymore … 
not as much as I used to be,” he said. “When 
kids do get good punishments, I’m satisfied 
with it and they tend to back off.”
Still, the incidents sometimes leave him 
upset.

“It makes me uncomfortable and sometimes I 
just want to get out of school because it just 
hurts emotionally and makes me very sad 
sometimes,” he said.

His family is planning to move to another 
town so he can attend a new district in the 
fall. His mother said she’s angry about the 
overall way the district has handled bullying 
incidents involving her son.

“He shouldn’t have to tolerate it and be 
exposed to it,” she said. It’s just enough.”
Verducci said he couldn’t comment about 
any recent bullying the teen may have 
experienced, citing privacy reasons. He said 
the safety and well-being of students is a 
priority for him and the district.
