Section 9 of the bill would establish the Commission on Bullying

in Schools. The commission shall consist of 14 members as follows:

the Commissioner of the Department of Education, or his

designee;

the Director of the Division on Civil Rights in the Department

of Law and Public Safety, or his designee;

the Governor shall appoint eight public members: one

representative of the New Jersey Education Association, one

representative of the New Jersey School Boards Association,

one representative of the Anti-Defamation League, one

representative of the New Jersey Principals and Supervisors

Association, and four public members with a background in, or

special knowledge of, the legal, policy, educational, social or

psychological aspects of bullying in schools;

the President of the Senate shall appoint two public members

with a background in, or special knowledge of, the legal,

policy, educational, social or psychological aspects of bullying

in schools; and

the Speaker of the General Assembly shall appoint two public

members with a background in, or special knowledge of, the

legal, policy, educational, social or psychological aspects of

bullying in schools.

The commission shall study and make recommendations

regarding:

the implementation and effectiveness of school bullying laws

and regulations;

the adequacy of legal remedies available to students who are

victims of bullying and their parents and guardians;

the adequacy of legal protections available to teachers who are

in compliance with school bullying policies;

training of teachers, school administrators, and law

enforcement personnel in responding to, investigating and

reporting incidents of bullying;

funding issues related to the implementation of the State school

bullying laws and regulations; and
the implementation of a possible collaboration between the

Department of Education and the Division on Civil Rights in

the Department of Law and Public Safety on a Statewide

initiative against school bullying.

Members shall be appointed within 30 days of enactment and serve

without compensation, but may be reimbursed for necessary expenses

incurred in the performance of their duties, within the limits of funds

appropriated or otherwise made available to the commission for its

purposes.

The commission shall choose a chairperson from among its

members. Any vacancy in the membership shall be filled in the same

manner as the original appointment.

The commission shall conduct a minimum of three public

hearings: one in the northern portion of the State; one in the central

portion of the State; and one in the southern portion of the State.

The commission shall report its findings and recommendations,

along with any legislation it desires to recommend for adoption by the

Legislature, to the Governor and the Legislature. The commission

shall issue its final report no later than nine months after final

appointment of its members and expire thereafter.

The committee amended the bill to require school districts to

amend their bullying policies, post bullying policies on the web, and

notify students and parents that the policy is available online within

120 days of the date of enactment (60 days from the effective date of

section 8 of the bill). The committee also amended the bill to add a

representative of the New Jersey Principals and Supervisors

Association to the Commission on Bullying in Schools created by the

bill.
