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The commission studied data and held public hearings to research its report. It urged lawmakers to update the law to provide written information to parents about their children's rights, increase training for educators, provide legal protection for teachers who properly report bullying, seek grant money and establish school climate teams to track students' social and emotional well-being.

Commission Chairman Stuart Green, director of behavioral science at Overlook Hospital and founder and director of the New Jersey Coalition for Bullying Awareness and Prevention, said he receives phone calls from distraught parents of bullied children virtually every week.

"By the pain that comes in on my phone line regularly, we have many, many schools where they have not treated this as the emergency it almost always is," he said. "We must make this the school's business."

This is just the sort of priority likely to be lost amid the budget crisis and changing of the guard in Trenton. The commission's home, the Office of the Child Advocate, is slated for elimination next year. Still, Green says he has met with several legislators who appear interested in pursuing a stronger anti-bullying law.

Lawmakers should take up this cause — again. Harassment and threats have no place in school.

IT WAS a tragic reminder of how cruelty can kill. Fifteen-year-old Phoebe Prince, a Massachusetts high school student, hanged herself after months of torment by a group of bullies. Since her death, nine of her former classmates have been charged with harassment, statutory rape and civil rights violations in indictments that describe school officials as aware of the bullying.





Vigil for victim of bullying. 

We are shocked by this young girl's suicide. But not so much surprised — one estimate puts the number of children who skip school for fear of abuse at 400,000 every day. Bullying is deeply rooted in too many of our nation's schools, where students establish a strict hierarchy of cliques and punish anyone who does not immediately find their place.

That was the trouble that Phoebe Prince found when she moved from her native Ireland last year. After a brief relationship with an older student, she was labeled a "slut" and harassed relentlessly, according to news reports. The bullies attacked her in school hallways, the lunchroom and library. They sent threatening messages via text and social networking Web sites. And they were not stopped by school officials, who prosecutors say knew of the abuse but did little to stop it.

The children were indicted. But not the adults, since their "troublesome" actions — or lack thereof — did not violate any laws, District Attorney Elizabeth D. Scheibel told The New York Times.

School "climate" sounds fuzzy and unimportant. It isn't. No child can learn and grow in an environment that tolerates threats and abuse to anyone. Educators who teach reading and math must also take responsibility for the atmosphere they create for their students. Bullied students are more prone to drop out or commit suicide, and suffer well into their adult years.

State law has prohibited bullying since 2002 and required schools to adopt policies on how to identify, track and punish abuse. But schools aren't consistently following the rules, according to New Jersey's anti-bullying commission, which issued a report in December urging lawmakers to update and strengthen the law.
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