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N.J. Assembly, Senate pass 'Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights' in wake of Tyler Clementi's death
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TRENTON — The state Senate and Assembly overwhelmingly passed the “Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights” today — a bipartisan piece of legislation supporters say would make up for an inadequate anti-bullying law that has been on the books for eight years. 

“In 2002, New Jersey adopted its first anti-bullying legislation encouraging school districts to actively combat bullying. Some districts have done an impressive job in answering that call. Others have not,” said Assemblywoman Valerie Vainieri Huttle (D-Bergen), one of the bill’s main sponsors. “This legislation makes it clear that preventing and responding to incidents of harassment, intimidation and bullying are not optional.”

The bill now heads to Gov. Chris Christie’s desk.

In the Assembly, the bill passed 71-1, with 5 abstentions. Assemblyman Michael Patrick Carroll (R-Morris) was the sole no vote. It passed the Senate 30-0. 

Supporters of the bill — including members of the gay rights group Garden State Equality and parents of bullied children — hugged each other immediately after its passage. 

The bill (A3466) would require training for most public school employees on how to spot bullying and mandate that all districts form “school safety teams” to review complaints. 

Superintendents would have to report incidents of bullying to the state Board of Education, which would grade schools and districts on their efforts to combat it. 

Administrators who do not investigate reported incidents of bullying would be disciplined, while students who bully could be suspended or expelled. School employees would also be required to report all incidents they learn of, whether they took place in or outside of school. 

The bill, in the works for almost a year, gained publicity and momentum after the suicide of Rutgers freshman Tyler Clementi, whose roommate streamed a romantic encounter between him and another man over the internet. But the bill only has one provision relating to higher education, requiring public colleges and universities to include a policy on bullying in its code of conduct.

